Pain in human immunodeficiency virus disease: a review.
Pain is a symptom commonly experienced by people with HIV infection and its prevalence increases as the disease progresses. This article reviews the pathophysiology and clinical presentation of the various opportunistic infections, neoplasms and other HIV-related problems that may manifest as pain. The investigation of these conditions and their specific treatments, where available, are detailed. Because many of the conditions may be refractory to specific therapy, and the duration of investigations may be lengthy, symptomatic treatment should not be delayed. Guidelines are given on the symptomatic management of pain in these patients.